
what does it mean to be a we�-rounded, learned person at work? who’s most likely to thrive in our global, networked economy? who 

are the ones who can’t be pidgeon-holed into conventional categories? for answers, l�k to the worldly polymaths of our digital era. 

Renaissance Salary Man by Peter Stoyko

Joting
a pad and pens
(brushes, pencils, etc.)
for notes, sketches, 
and haiku

Observing
camera for 
co�ecting visual
inspirations and
data

Balanced

Multi-lingual
speaks several
languages; co�unicates 
ideas e�ectively acro� 
cultures 

Connected
knows people in a variety 
of vocations from a 
variety of places; shares 
ideas far and wide on 
myriad subjects

Curious
delves into uncharted
te�itory; is observant; 
always asks questions
and probes a�umptions; 
tries new things to 
broaden under-
standing and 
awarene�;
takes an inter-
est in others and
their stories

Cosmopolitan
tastes and interests are 
influenced by cultures 
from around the world;
thinks in a globa�y-
minded way about big
i�ues; a�reciates
intercultural exchange
and shared humanity 

Culturally aware
aware of cultural signals,
norms, a�umptions, and
expectations; notices 
subtile distinctions and
nuances; understands
how to a�omplish work
objectives acro� 
boundaries

Well-travelled
has b�n to many places; 
had rich experiences with 
others who are very 
di�erent; has s�n how 
others live and work; is 
                   str�t-wise 
                   when in for-
                   eign locales; 
                  is travel
                 hardened 

Visual thinker
uses pictures and graphics
to co�unicate ideas and
be�er understand complex
phenomena

Whole-brained
is neither a left-brained
(analytical) thinker nor a 
right-brained (artistic)
thinker; brings inte�ectual
faculties into concert

Critical thinker
is sceptical and inquisitive; 
doesn’t take claims at
face value; can a�e�
both scientific and 
artistic merit; knows 
how to stay 
open-minded
while main-
taining critical 
distance

Independent-minded Design thinker
is mindful of inte�ectual
limits; thinks about 
thinking; doesn’t rely on 
ideology, tradition, nor 
other received ways of 
thinking; speaks truth to
power

solves tricky problems
with creativity and taste;
a�reciates both function
and aesthetics when
devising solutions; doesn’t
just solve problems but 
l�ks for be�er ways to
a�omplish objectives

Synthesizer
is interdisciplinary; has wide-
ranging interests; is able to
bring together diverse
ideas; is comfortable with
ambiguity; can s� under-
                  lying systemic
                  linkages where
                  others only
                s� chaos and
               ha�enstance
               

Worldly

Cultured

Thoughtful

Artistic
expre�es self by engaging 
the senses, inte�ect, and 
emotions; revels in the work 
of artists and artisans

Well-spoken
is articulate; is able to
co�unicate the intended
meaning with a�uracy
and flair

Tasteful
has a personal style and
genuine g�d taste; holds
sophisticated insights
about how and why 
aesthetics make an object
a�ealing;
a�reciates
beauty in a�
its forms; 
avoids pe�y
sno�eries

Mannered
is courteous and 
gracious; observes the 
etique�e required in
di�erent social se�ings; 
makes others f�l 
comfortable in his
presence  

mingles with people and
build relationships; learns
from the experiences of
others; builds bonds of
trust and reciprocity;
works we� in di�use
networks and 
co�unities

Socially savvy

Well-versed
has a d�p and wide=
ranging understanding
of culture; obsorbs both
cla�ic and contemporary
works; interests aren’t
                  limited to a 
                  single mode of
                  artistic expres-
                 sion, medium,
                genre, nor style

Ethical
is honest; has integrity; 
can think through compli-
cated ethical dile�as and 
do the right thing 

Playful
refuses to become a
workaholic; s�s leisure 
as chance for growth;
brings play into work 

Empathetic
reflects on self but 
also thinks of others; can 
s� things from multiple
points of view; d�ply con-
siders the n�ds, wants, 
and f�lings 
of others;
includes 
others in 
activities

Emotionally mature
is serious yet g�d-
humoured; has a sense
for what’s emotiona�y
a�ropriate in various
circumstances; is 
resilient

Athletic
is sporting, physica�y fit;
a�reciates active lifestyle
and avoids the dangers of
sedentary work routines;
is competitive; builds char-
acter by confronting 
physical cha�enges

Helpful
caters to self but is also
selfle�; co-operates and  
co�aborates; works we� 
in teams; l�ks for
o�ortunities to use ski�s 
                   to a�ist team-
                   mates; shares
                   credit

Tools

Obsorbing
literature, music,
scholarship, film,
and podcasts to
stimulate the mind

Jaunting
clothing for the
mobile o�ice ... for 
the exercise se�ion ...
for the walk-about

Composing
the means of
   production in a
   form that can fit
inside a briefcase

Attending
tickets to the ga�ery
exhibition, play, match,
concert, festival, or 
conference
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